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Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
Sampson County Schools School Nutrition Department is pleased to announce the implementation of the Community Eligibility 
Provision February 1, 2017, in all Sampson County Schools except for Sampson Early College High School.  The 
implementation of this provision means that all students in Sampson County Schools with the exception of Sampson Early 
College High School will receive a reimbursable breakfast and reimbursable lunch at no cost each day, regardless of household 
income.  
 
Research has proven that hungry children cannot learn.  We look forward to being able to serve all students wholesome, 
nutritious meals at no cost.  Please contact the School Nutrition Office at 910-592-4111 ext. 1 if you have any questions 
regarding the implementation of the Community Eligibility Provision. 
 
In good nutrition, 
 

 
April H. Jordan  
Director of School Nutrition 
 
Below are some Frequently Asked Questions. 

 
What is the Community Eligibility Provision? 
The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP), as enacted by Section 104(a) of the Healthy hunger Free Kids Act of 2010, provides 
an alternative to household eligibility applications for free and reduced price meals in high poverty school districts and schools.  
In order to qualify, schools must serve both breakfast and lunch and have an identified student percentage of 40% or higher.  
“Identified students” are those students who are directly certified (through the state DSS matching system) or categorically 
eligible (homeless, runaway, migrant, foster) and is a different percentage than the free and reduced percentage.  In the 
aftermath of Hurricane Matthew, Sampson County Schools’ identified student percentage increased significantly.  This increase 
in percentage enables the School Nutrition Department to be financially able to offer the Community Eligibility Provision without 
the use of any local dollars to administer the program; federal funds will cover the cost of operations.  
 
Why does Sampson Early College High School not qualify for CEP? 
In order to qualify schools must participate in both the School Breakfast Program and the National School Lunch Program.  
Sampson Early College High School does not participate in the School Breakfast Program; therefore,  Sampson Early College 
High School does not qualify. 
 
How long will the Community Eligibility Provision last? 
Sampson County Schools is approved to operate the program from February 1, 2017 until June 30, 2017.  In April of 2017, a 
new application will be submitted that will be good thru June 30, 2021, unless changed by US Congressional Actions prior to 
that date. 
 
What does this mean to my child/children? 

Under the Community Eligibility Provision all students (except students enrolled in Sampson Early College High School) will 
receive a reimbursable breakfast and a reimbursable lunch at no charge, regardless of income.  Only students enrolled in 
Sampson Early College High School will be required to submit applications for free and reduced lunch after February 1, 2017. 
 
My child/children have money left in their account.  What do I need to do? 
Sampson County Schools will continue to sell a la carte items (extras and snacks).  You may elect to leave that money in the 
account to be used for those purchases or you may request a refund by filling out the attached form.  Parents may still prepay 
for a la carte items if they desire.  If requesting a refund, please return the form to your child’s school by February 15, 2017. 
 
My child/children owe money.  Will that be forgiven? 
No.  Any debts owed need to be paid by the end of the school year. 
 
Now that meals are at no cost, will the items offered be different? 
No significant changes to the menu are planned other than the rotation off and on of seasonal dishes.  We place strong 
emphasis on offering high-quality entrees and will not sacrifice quality for price. 
 
What is considered a reimbursable breakfast? 
A reimbursable breakfast consists of 3 out of 4 items offered.  By federal guidelines, a student must select at least ½ cup (one 
serving) of fruit or juice and two additional items.  Signage is available daily (and cafeteria staff are available for non-readers) in 
each cafeteria to assist students in distinguishing what constitutes a reimbursable meal each day. 
 
What is considered a reimbursable lunch? 
A reimbursable lunch consists of 3 out of 5 items offered.  By federal guidelines, a student must select at least ½ cup (one 
serving) of a vegetable or fruit and two additional items.  Signage is available daily (and cafeteria staff are available for non-
readers) in each cafeteria to assist students in distinguishing what constitutes a reimbursable meal each day. 
 
I am a teacher/staff member?  Are my meals free? 
No.  The National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program only provide reimbursement for student meals.  No 
federal, state, or local money is allotted for adult meals.  Adult meals will still be at a la carte prices.  Staff members who also 
have students in Sampson County Schools can request that any prepay money from the student’s account be transferred to the 
parent account. 


